METHODS

RESULTS
UKNSS:
United Kingdom Neonatal Staffing Study, conducted in 1997.
• All neonatal units in Great Britain and Ireland (n=253)
• Postal survey followed by 2 phone calls.
• 
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Overall, the results show there were improvements in nurse staffing and better cot utilisation (more admissions per cot) between 1997 and 2011 in England. However, the ratio of actual to predicted numbers of nurses is lower -despite our using a more conservative formula [3] -than the recommended 80% level. [4] There was an increase in the number of babies requiring ventilatory support during this time. This was accompanied by an increase in the amount of support provided per baby and per cot, suggesting resources are being used appropriately.
Statistical methods
• Simple descriptive statistics including rates and 95% confidence intervals (CI).
• Linear regression of standardised ratios using a forward, stepwise technique. 
